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BACKGROUND

Background

 The last STCW Comprehensive revision was in 
2010. This was after 15 years.

 After 2010, there have been some revisions to 
STCW

 But now it’s time for a comprehensive revision 
again

 Deliberations have commenced at IMO from the 
HTW 9 sub-committee meeting onwards.

 Finalize the revisions after HTW 15 (2030) 



BACKGROUND

Comprehensive Review of the 1978 STCW Convention and Code

Phase 1
(Review/ Identification of gaps)

Phase 2
(Revision stage- Proposing and agreeing 

amendments to fill identified gaps)

 Completed (416 gaps identified) Ongoing
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Comprehensive Review of the 1978 STCW Convention and Code: Phase 1

1. Emerging technologies on ships and ship operations
2. Digitalization of documentation, including certificates issued under STCW
3. Emerging technologies in education and training
4. Facilitation, flexibility and quality of onboard, shore-based and workshop skills training, including use of 

simulators
5. Flexibility and efficiency in the implementation of new training requirements and reduction of administrative 

burdens

LIST OF SPECIFIC AREAS IDENTIFIED FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE STCW 
CONVENTION AND CODE 

6. Requirements for sea time or practical experience in relation to new and emerging technologies, including 
the use of simulation

7. Psychological safety, bullying and harassment, including SASH, gender diversity and gender sensitization
8. Mental health
9. Twenty-first century and interpersonal skills
10.Addressing inconsistencies
11.Addressing different interpretations
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Comprehensive Review of the 1978 STCW Convention and Code: Phase 1

11.Emerging technologies on ships and ship operations
12.Addressing taxonomy and terminologies
13.Flexibility in revalidation of certificates and endorsements
14.Overview of the implementation of the Convention, in particular the need to update the STCW "White List"
15.Lessons learned
16.Flexibility

To be comprehensive, the scope includes all pertinent issues and provisions of the STCW Convention 
and Code, including the articles. 

LIST OF SPECIFIC AREAS IDENTIFIED FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE STCW 
CONVENTION AND CODE 

17.Alternative certification under chapter VII
18.Watchkeeping arrangements and principles to be observed (chapter VIII)
19.Alignment of STCW with requirements placed on ships, seafarers, and shipowners by other IMO and 

relevant international instruments
20.Cybersecurity
21. Implementation and transitional provisions
22.Addressing outdated training requirements
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Comprehensive Review of the 1978 STCW Convention and Code: Phase 1
IDENTIFICATION OF GAPS

HTW 11 concluded that using 
simulators to meet a portion of 
seagoing service requirements 
was only appropriate for the 
first issuance of certificates of 
competency at the operational 
level, for certificates of 
proficiency issued under 
chapter V and for revalidation.
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BACKGROUND

 Invitations are invited for submissions of proposals for draft amendments to chapters 2 and 3 
(Deck/ Engine/ Electrical) for consideration at HTW 12. The template has been circulated for 
submission of proposals for draft amendments 

 Intersessional Working Group will convene after HTW 12
 The new STCW is likely to be finalized by 2030 (After HTW 15)
 Concerns were raised about the cumulative impact of additional training requirements on seafarers 

and maritime education and training institutions. It was agreed that the cumulative impact would be 
considered at each step of the roadmap.

Comprehensive Review of the 1978 STCW Convention and Code: Phase 2
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Comprehensive Review of the 1978 STCW Convention and Code: Phase 2

Template

Regulation Standards Guidance



BACKGROUND

 For consideration at HTW 12: New provisions for..

Mental health, 
psychological safety, 
gender and cultural 

diversity

Cybersecurity Ballast Water 
Management

Violence and 
harassment, 

including 
sexual 

harassment, 
bullying and 

sexual 
assault

Comprehensive Review of the 1978 STCW Convention and Code: Phase 2
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Comprehensive Review of the 1978 STCW Convention and Code: Phase 2
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Model Courses (HTW 12)

 Model Course 1.37 on Chemical tanker cargo and ballast handling simulator

 Model Course 2.06 on Oil tanker cargo and ballast handling simulator

 Model Course 1.21 on Personal Safety and Social Responsibilities
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Training on Alternative Fuels
Fuel/technology-specific interim guidelines would be developed (with KUP tables) using the draft 
generic interim guidelines as a basis- the following is the order of priority:

1. Methyl/ Ethyl alcohol as fuel

2. Ammonia as fuel

3. Hydrogen fuel cell-powered ships

4. LPG as fuel

5. Hydrogen as fuel

6. Battery-powered ships
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